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Filmmaker Deborah Koons Garcia will be appearing in Vermont for a six-city tour starting July 25th to present her new film, The Future of Food. This documentary, shot in Canada, the United States, and Mexico, investigates the alarming shift towards unlabeled, untested genetically engineered foods that has taken place over the past decade. While grocery store shelves have quietly filled with these modified products, multinational corporations have been working overtime behind the scenes to be sure consumers are unaware of potential hazards and injustices that are produced by this technology. Numerous red flags have begun to alert citizens of the negative impacts caused by genetically engineered organisms in the food supply, including health implications, the questionable alliance among government and agribusiness officials, and a push towards globalization. The Future of Food gives a voice to farmers who have been victimized by the advent of this technology, while also examining the integrated economic and political forces that have allowed large-scale industrial agriculture corporations to hijack the world’s food system.

In the March 2005 issue of Nature Biotechnology Magazine, Thomas J. Hoban says, “The Future of Food provides an excellent overview of the key questions raised by consumers as they become aware of GM foods... [The film] draws questions to critical attention about food production that need more public debate." Hoban, previously considered “Biotech's Leading Propagandist/Pollster in the USA,” has since articulated a sense of unease with the U.S. government’s laxity on genetically- engineered food regulations. Ignacio Chapela, a professor for the Division of Ecosystem Sciences at UC Berkley, agrees saying, “I think this is probably the largest biological experiment humanity has ever entered into."  The Future of Food presents an eye-opening exploration of the government and multinational corporations’ manipulation of the life sciences.

Garcia’s visit comes as Vermonters attempt to pass The Farmer Protection Act. This legislation would hold agribusiness corporations liable for any damages that result from the use of their genetically-engineered seed. The Farmer Protection Act was passed by the Senate this year by a 26-1 vote. In addition, over 80 Vermont towns have passed resolutions urging Vermont legislators to enact strict regulations on releases of genetically modified organisms, or GMOs.
Ms. Garcia’s week-long tour of evening showings and discussion kicks off July 25th at Brattleboro’s Hooker-Dunham Theatre. On the 26th, Ms. Garcia will be at The Woodstock Town Hall Theater. Her next stop will be in Williamstown, Massachusetts where she’ll present her film at Images Cinema on July 27th . The evening of the 28th takes her to the Rutland Free Library, with a trip to Middlebury’s Ilsley Public Library on Friday, July 29th. Ms. Garcia’s Vermont tour concludes on Saturday afternoon at The Positive Lounge in downtown Montpelier. Check local listings. 

The event is sponsored by the Genetic Engineering Action Group. For more information, contact Jim Moulton at 824-6670 and by visiting www.thefutureoffood.com.

